Native & Florida-Friendly

Plants for Rain Gardens
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Why plant a rain garden?

Planting a rain garden can be a personal
contribution to cleaner water, healthier fish and
wildlife populations, and an improved
environment for everyone. Rain gardens:

e Increase the amount of water filtering into the
ground which helps replenish our aquifers
and potable (drinking) water supply,

e Enhance the beauty of your yard and your
neighborhood,

e Provide valuable wildlife habitats for birds,
butterflies, and small mammals,

o Use less water and require less maintenance
than the lawns or other landscaping they
replace.

What should I plant?

Use native Florida plants—they easily
tolerate our climate’s alternately moist and dry
conditions. Consider some of the Florida-
friendly shrubs, trees, and plants listed in this
brochure.

Installing & maintaining rain gardens

Experimenting plays a part in the process,
but these tips can help your rain garden be
successful:

e Mix plants and use grasses—native grasses
will help keep wildflowers upright.

e Select colors and plants that will attract birds,
small mammals, and butterflies.

o Weeds may be a problem the first year, but as
the plants get established, fewer weeds
should appear.

e Reconstruct or replant areas that aren’t doing
well.

For more information about rain gardens and
waterwise gardening, visit the UC’s water
conservation site, www.ucnsb.org/conservation-
water.aspx.

Source: University of Florida’s Institute of Food and
Agricultural Sciences booklet—"Rain Gardens” & the
UF/IFAS Okeechobee Extension

New Lawn
& Landscape

Irrigation Rules

Keep in mind the following lawn and
landscaping irrigation rules when gardening
and landscaping this Spring.

The new St. Johns River Water
Management District watering rules will apply
beginning March 8, 2009.

Water outdoors only when needed.
Irrigation is prohibited between 10 a.m. and
4 p.m.

During daylight saving time, beginning
March 8, irrigation is limited to no more than
two days per week on scheduled days:

— Residential irrigation at even-numbered
addresses is allowed on Thursday and
Sunday.

— Residential irrigation at odd-numbered
addresses or no addresses is allowed on
Wednesday and Saturday.

— Non-residential irrigation is allowed on
Tuesday and Friday.

During Eastern Standard Time, beginning
November 1, irrigation is limited to no more
than one day per week on scheduled days:
— Residential irrigation at even-numbered

addresses is allowed on Sunday.

— Residential irrigation at odd-numbered
addresses or no addresses is allowed on
Saturday.

— Non-residential irrigation is allowed on
Tuesday.

Learn more about SIRWMD's lawn and
irrigation rules at www.sjrwmd.org/
wateringrestrictions.

Looking for a way to lower
your monthly expenses?

Try UCNSB’s Enhanced
Dial-Up Internet Service

If you use the internet just for email and
don’t use it to download big files, our 56k
enhanced internet service is all you need.
We have two service packages available:

The standard package costs $9.95 per month,
and offers one mail account and two calls to
technical support if you need help with your
service.

The deluxe package costs $12.95 per month,
and includes the same enhanced service, as
well as up to five mail accounts and unlimited
calls to technical support

Both packages offer unlimited connection
time and free monthly user group meetings.
Sign up today and start saving! Call Customer
Service at (386) 427-1361 to get started.

Technical support hours: Monday-Friday,
8 a.m.-6 p.m. Closed holidays and weekends.
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